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gently, and so shall you come home to my comfort and
credit."

Studies come in for their due share of attention.
" Take delight likewise in the mathematicals; Mr. Savile
is excellent in them. I think you understand the
sphere; if you do, I care little for any more astronomy
in you. Arithmetic and geometry I would wish you
were well seen in, so as both in matters of number and
measure you might have a feeling and% active judgment.
I would you did bear the mechanical instruments, wherein
the Dutch excel." It may be said with reference to this
paragraph that Mr. Savile was Eobert Sidney's travel-
ling governor. The sphere represented medieval astro-
nomy. Based upon the traditional interpretation of the
Ptolemaic doctrine, it lent itself to theoretical disquisi-
tions upon cosmology in general, as well as to abstruse
speculations regarding the locality of paradise and
heaven, the elements, and superhuman existences.
On the point of style Philip observes: "So you can
speak and write Latin, not barbarously, I never require
great study in Ciceronianism, the chief abuse of Oxford,
gui dum verla sectantur res ipsas negligunt." History being
Eobert Sidney's favourite study, his brother discourses
on it more at large.

I have quoted thus liberally from Philip's letters to
Robert Sidney, because of the agreeable light they cast
upon his character. It is clear they were not penned for
perusal by the public, " My eyes are almost closed up,
overwatched with tedious business," says the writer; and
his last words are, "Lord ! how I have babbled." Yet,
though hastily put together, and somewhat incoherently
expressed, the thoughts are of excellent pith; and oneers. First, in any case practise the single
